CONJECTURE           '

He had, however, left one Important point out
calculations.   He had reckoned on love growing cold,   jje
he had not considered the possibility of resolution cq0ther
first.   Yet this was exactly what happened.   Long i that,
his heart had ceased to burn he realized that he was -en
longer enthusiastic over his reformed ways.   Back swung*
the pendulum, from common sense into the old insanity.
He still loved Emily, and no longer feared the dangers
attendant on their meeting.

Besides, he told himself,, it was impossible for him to
stay exiled on the farm. The task he had set himself was
nothing short of ludicrous. It encouraged weakness, too-
made him a coward as well as a fool. So he eagerly fell in
with Patrick's suggestion that he sb juld ft see old Apps at
the Red Lion" about the Farmers* Club Supper, and
marched into Easeham and back again without having so
much as caught the flutter of Emily's dress. If anyone
had told him that he was disappointed; he would probably
have had young Shepherd's fist in his eye.

On his next visit he met her coming out of her cottage-
r gate, and they exchanged one or two banal remarks, which
in his dreams that night were enlarged into an intricate
and intimate conversation. He felt vaguely ashamed of
this ending to his resolve, but, after all, he told himself, it
was folly to imagine that he could live within three miles of
Emily and never meet her. The sooner he became used to
such meetings the better.

A day or two later he found her sitting under a hedge at
Doleham Farm, too hot and weak to walk home with the
eggs she had been fetching. Could any man blame him for
giving her his arm ?

These meetings were the sap of life which was to absorb
conjecture into the higher kingdom of conviction. His
doubts became less dark and staggering. All the simple
friendliness that had at one time exasperated him was gone.
She was all reserve and constraint, no longer eager, but
unwilling, to accept his services, stilted of speech and
wretched of eye. Sometimes he told himself that such